


BROADCAST FROM 





The Dew Vork Office 404 East 55th Street, New York 





January 1, 1934 
















A Happy and Prosperous New Year To Youl 


Special Note: No book in this issue seems to warrant the heading of MUST BOOKS, 
although several dark horses indicate chances of good sales. Remember that at 
this point in publishers! plans, prices and dates are more than ever subject to 
change. Such changes will be noted when final dates and prices are determined. 
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Liepmann, Heinz MURDER ~ Made In Germany Harper 


"A true story of present day Germany" we are told, and surely it reads 
as though written by an eye witness to the reign of terror instituted last Spring, 
under the Nazi regime. The story is set in an original mold ~ a vessel, having 
sailed from a German port on December 26th, 1932, returns the end of March, 1933, 
without any knowledge of what has taken place. A group of men, loyal German citi- 
zens, filled only with enthusiasm over their home-coming, plunges into the thick 
of an atmosphere charged with suspicion, fear, hate. One by one, the men come 
against authority ~ in the form of terrorism. Sensational, frightful, bitter, this 
indictment of mediaeval methods in a modern world rings true, and carries more 
force than many volumes of unadulterated facts. Sell to customers impersonally 
interested in present day Germany, and to those whom you know to be anti-Nazi. $2.50 
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Shane, Peggy CHANGE PARTNERS Long & Smith 








Rental library fluff about a game of Puss in the Corner between two couples, 
who switch partners only to find they were better off in the first place. Has some 
amusing moments and facile dialogue, but little more. Good subway reading. $2.00 


I 


January 25 J é 


Armstrong, Martin THE FOSTER-MOTHER Harcourt, Brace 


An unimportant and unconvincing novel about a middle-aged woman who is 
forced by circumstances to bring up her sister~in~-law's children, a boy and a girl. 
The girl she dislikes and bullies in good old-fashioned style; the boy, she grows 
to love, but cannot win his affection, because his loyalty is to his sister. Event~ 
ually, Fate takes a hand, and the woman dies in a stroke brought on by anger! $2.00 








January 26 









Cohen, Octavus Roy SCARLET WOMAN Appleton-Century 


A small town story, with Southern background, and a convincing picture of 
small town petty feuds and gossip and politics, Otherwise slim pickings. A girl 
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marries a local loafer, to fill the gap left in her life by the discovery that the 
man she loved was a bigamist. When luck comes her way, she determines to use it to 
make a man of her husband ~ and succeeds. Eventually, all turns out well. $2.00 


Gibbs, Lewis EXCURSION TO LILLIPUT Appleton-Century 


One day in a boy's life, from 7:30 to midnight, and a meticulous account 
of his doings, and of his moods and dreams and reactions. The title simply indicates 
the mountains in Lilliput that the unimportant incidents seemed to a twelve year old 
lad, ~ misunderstandings with his teachers, a fight with a sohoolmate, a fishing 
excursion, the loss of his father's gold pencil through his carelessness, and so on. 


It is very English in its setting and not particularly profound in its Te ete 


‘ 


Hackney, Louise Wallace WING OF FAME Appleton-Century 


A fictionized biography of the man who gave his name to the Smithsonian 
Institute. Written, however, as straight fiction, though obviously based on fact, 
in essentials. The period is the 18th century. Famous figures cross and recross 
the stage ~ Thomas Paine, Ben Franklin, Romney, Blake, Greuze, Danton, Lavoisier 
and others. But the central character is the bastard, James Macie, son of an English 
duke, who will not recognize him. Brought up in France, his sympathies are with 
America at the time of the War of Independence, but he goes to England to live, de- 
termined to make a name fer himself in spite of his father. Involved in near scan- 
dal, implicated in the French Revolution, caught in the web of politics, art, fashion, 
romance, his life is a varied one. But his main interest is science, and to that he 
devotes his later life. He marries a Virginian, changes his name to Smithson, and 
at his death leaves his money to America to found the Smithsonian Institute. Has 
somewhat the appeal of the E. Barrington books, with less of glamor and romance. 


$250 
Graham, Carroll BORDER TOWN Vanguard 


Sheer adventure, for the man who likes Westerns and tough yarns of the 
border country. Rental library, rather than over the counter sale. The story of 
a Mexican, who is none the less an American citizen, serves in the marines, and re~ 
turns from the War with a decoration and no job. Dope smuggling across the border 
offers more excitement than ranching, but leads to a shady sort of life and a tragic 
death. Not uninteresting in the telling, but pretty cheap. $2.00 


Farrell, James T. THE YOUNG MANHOOD OF STUDS LONIGAN Vanguard 


A sequel to YOUNG LONIGAN, a book which had a guarded sale, largely to 
students of adolescent psychology. This takes Studs Lonigan from fifteen to twenty- 
seven (the years are 1917-29), formative years in which the mold is set. A sordid 
picture of a youth of middle class Irish parentage, Catholic training, Chicago back- 
ground; of his loitering around pool rooms and gaming tables, of the seamy side of 
life, depicted with no compunctions and no restraint. A psychological study, rather 


than a novel; belongs to the Caldwell genre. . $2.00 
January 29 
Stephenson, Howard GLASS Claude Kendall 


The soil or industry ~ that is the question. A moderately interesting 
story of a farmer who tries to keep his boy on the farm while the boy yearns to be~ 
come a worker in a glass factory. A streak of melodrama comes in when gas is dis~ 
covered in the district and the community booms, but for the most part it is of the 
earth earthy. A tragic love affair which breaks his son's heart, finally wins his 
father over. $2.50 
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PASSION'S PILGRIMS 





Romains, Jules Knopf. 








P.B. Here is volume two of MEN OF GOOD WILL, one of the memorable books of 1933. 
Romains expands his canvas this time to include students of the Normal College, with 
their problems of life and love and faith and ideals. We meet again Quinette, lux- 
uriating in the aftermath of his crime, and worrying only because he is in ignorance 
as to whether or not it has been: discovered. And so — instead of visiting the site 
of the crime, he visits the police and has himself appointed a secret agent to in- 
vestigate the meetings of a political revolutionary crganization to which he has 
access. We meet the Comtesse de Champcenais, who is playing with the idea of be- 
coming mistress to Sammecaud. We touch the outer fringe of the literary world; we 
glimpse the machinations of shady oil deals and reali estate frauds in the making. 
There is just a gesture towards drawing the threads together, in Jallez renewing 

his contact with Juliette, not knowing she has married. But Romain's genius for 
creating a world in which his characters live and move and have their being is ample 
reward for reading this second volume of his monumental work, though the experience 
has not quite the thrill afforded by the first volume. A book for all who read the 





























other volume. $2.50 
sewers 194) / 

deChambrun, Clara Longworth TWO LOVES I HAVE Lippincott 

P.B, A rather fascinating novel based on recent discoveries of the life of 


Shakespeare. John Aubrey's comments serve as a springboard, and years of research 
give credence to this story, as it might have been told by John Lacy, one of the 
@ actors in his plays. One feels that here is Shakespeare the man, a person who lived 
and loved and suffered. Against the colorful, sometimes crude, sometimes sophisti- 
cated background of the HZlizabethan period, the plet is developed. An ambitious 
mother, an unsympathetic father, an adoring but with it all understanding Ann 
Hathaway, an early youth and marriage, the fear of religious persecution, the flight 
to Lendon, hard times = and then the turn of Fortune's wheel and success, The dark 
lady of the sonnets is his new love. A good picture of a warmly sympathetic man, 
a proud father, a soft heart pulled this way and that. Not likely to be outstand~ 
ingly popular, but might catch something of the market of PETER ABELARD and have a 


fair sale. $2.50 
February 5 

Bentley, Phyllis | A MODERN TRAGEDY idacmillan 

P.B. INHERITANCE won an almost spectacular success. On the strength of that 


book's popularity, there is sure to be a demand for this, although, inherently, it 
is not so powerful a book, nor so convincingly told. Again Northern England - the 
Yorkshire textile manufacturing center - but this time it is a modern story, and a 
story of one generation. It!s a tragic tale of youth caught in the maelstrom of 
modern life, with false standards of ethics in business, with a confusion of ideals 
of right and wrong. Walter, a likeable but none too bright young man, is caught in 
an innocent enough deception which leads to deeper and deeper deceptions and subter~ 
fuges. A marriage outside his station complicates matters still further, and the 
crash implicates him, through the machinations of his employer who knows a good tool 
> when he sees it, in the downfall of the people who trusted him. A keen indictment 
of modern business methods and the dangers of the credit system, but as a novel it 
$2.50 








is weak in plot and unconvincing in characterization. 
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February 7 
White, Antonia FROST IN MAY Viking 


An unpretentious and rather superficial study of a convent school, prob- 
ably aiming to be a Catholic school MAEDCHEN IN UNIFORM, but lacking the psycho~ 
logical subtleties, and the emotional quality of the earlier book. However, it is 
a graphic story of the daily round, with its emphasis on rigid discipline, and the 
gradual inculcating of an unreasoning acceptance of the inevitability of the faith. 
One feels, however, the depths and power of the church, although one resents the 
limited viewpoint and intolerance and impersonality of the routine. A book that 
girls trained in a convent school vill probably appreciate because of the memories 
invoked, rather than any creative value in the story itself, Beautiful style. $2.50 


eis alia 


Norris, Kathleen ‘THREE MEN AND DIANA Dowbleday, Doran 


im 


Not listed as a "Must Book" although any Kathleen Norris! novel is assured 
a large circulating library audience. But this seems such an obvious bid for quick 
Sales, that it does not deserve such a listing. A made-~to-a-pattern story of a 
woman and three marriages, - first with an actor; then with a society man (this 
turns out to have been faked); then with her first husband again; and finally with 
a self-made man out of her childhood past. Fire disposes of her natural guardian; 
polo disposes of her social lion; and suicide clears the decks for her last attempt. 
The setting is a San Francisco suburb. $2.00 


February 16 
Beeding, Francis THE ONE SANE MAN Little, Brown 


Might be classed with mysteries, but has a somewhat wider appeal as an 
adventure yarn, so try it in both groups. The story of an ingenious plan of a mad- 
man to make over the world and force peace through mastering the control of weather 
conditions. Great London experts are kidnapped and set to work on the plan. Geneva 
is informed that the League must capitulate, newspaper man discovers the plot and 


captures the inventor. Background shifts from England to France. $2.00 
Clifford, Charles L. TOO MANY BOATS Little, Brown 
P.B. A vigorous story of a Philippine army post during the World War, of nerves 


frayed to breaking point by the disappointment at not getting into the thick of 
things, of the narrow margin of control over the colored troops, of bitter animos- 
ities and petty personal jealousies. Brilliantly written, obviously from the in- 
side. Full of memorable scenes, not designed for the squeamish reader. The whole 
episode of the hanging of the negro soldier who killed an officer is unforgettable. 
The polo match between the British team from the mainland and the American team 
comes close to rivalling the famous Maltese Cat story. A book men will enjoy enor- 
mously. Good sales. Good rentals. If this is a first book, here's an author to 





watch. , $2.00 
Edmonds, Walter D. MOSTLY CANALLERS Little, Brown 
P.B. Short stories, but all adding bits to the canvas in which Edmonds excels,- 


the period prior to and following the building of the Erie Canal. Good Americans — 
good story telling. Canallers, trappers, pioneers, men and women of brawn and heart 
and spirit and imagination enough to see beyond the groove in which fate hed placed 
them. Many of the stories have appeared in periodicals; many are new. The readers 
who liked ROME HAUL and ERIE WATER are customers for this book. $250 
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Basso, Hamilton CINNAMON SEED Scribner 





P.B. The biographer of Beauregard turns to fiction in this fine novel of an 

old Louisiana family, and the conflict of the old traditions and the new civiliza- 
tion. The father, a fiery Southerner, living chiefly in the past and in the fervor 
of his quarrels with his daughter Olivia; the two daughters, Olivia, the eldest, 
and Ann, afraid of life and love; the son Carter, who lets the family down by taking 
into partnership the grendson of the overseer who had turned against them during the 
Civil War and betrayed the mistress of the plantation where he worked (this man is 
obviously intended to portray Huey Long); and Derrek, son of the wastrel younger 
brother, who had just killed himself when the story opens. The traditions of the 
Old South and the pull of the old place come dorm through Derrek, and the conflict 
comes when he tries to meet life on the same basis as his city—bred cousin, John. 
The plot is thin ~ but the strength of the book lies in its depicting of a passing 
race, and the interplay of characters, and the impact of the new civilization on 

the old. $2.25 ?? 
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Stern, G B. SUMMER'S PLAY Knopf 


More froth - and usually G. B. Stern alternates her types of books, giving 
her readers (and she has a devoted follswing) one meaty novel at least every other 
time. This belongs with THE SHORTEST NIGHT in its suggestion of fantasy mixed with 
irony. There's an analogy with Rose Macaulay's CREWE TRAIN, too. A satiric study \ 
of two classes, the favored beings and the outsiders, as evidenced by the old resi- 
dents of an English seaside resort, and the trippers and summer visitors. The sit- 
uation is exaggerated and symbolized by the rationalization on the part of some 
© youngsters of the aura of terror in which their elders try to envelop them, during 
the month of the onslaught of the outsiders. Somewhat forced ~ and disappointing. 


$2.50 
February 23 
M/ 
Renafd, Frances RIDGEWAYS Stokes 
P.B. Those who like CINNAMON SEED (reviewed above) will like this, and vice 


versa. And the market for both is the market that likes family sagas, stories of 
the South, novels where Place is more important than People. This is the saga of 

a place ~ Ridgeways - and of the hold it exerted through five generations of a Ken~- 
tucky family, beginning and ending with Joel Hardison. From riches to poverty and 
deterioration and up the ladder again to comfort and reenstatement the story goes. 
Through the pattern of the larger canvas, goes the thread of Ellen, the interloper, 
but the one who held the family to its creed, and who felt the clutch of the old 
place more intensely than the owners themselves. There's a suggestion of Margaret 
Deland's IRON WOMAN in this powerful characterization. | $2250 


Received too late for inclusion December 15th. 





January 3 : 
Fisher, Vardis PASSIONS SPIN THE PLOT Doubleday, Doran 


A strange tortured sort of story - the continuation of IN TRAGIC LIFE, 
@ which created quite a stir in esoteric circles last year. This takes up Vridar's 
career at the moment when he is on a train for the first time, bound for Salt Lake 
City and college. His tragic attempts to mold himself into a cosmopolitan attitude 
and way of thought, interpreted by his degenerate comrade into terms of nonchalant 
familiarity with sordidness, women, thievery and destructiveness; his haunting wor- 
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ship of Neloa; his inability to bring himself to intimacy with women; all this 
dominates his first year in the city, and he goes back to the mountains, disillu- 
sioned and bitter and starved. ‘Then comes the discovery of Neloa's promiscuity, 
and he goes almost insane with jealousy, which tortures him for another year, at | 
the end of which he marries her, still agonized with doubts, and unable to meet 


life on its own terms. For the Erskine Caldwell and Faulkner audience. $2.50 
January 3 
Talbot, Hugh GENTLEMEN - THE REGIMENT! Harper 


A Victorian novel, in traditions and background. The story of a military 
family, and of the misfit to whom the "regiment" was not the breath of life. He runs 
counter to the rules laid down for him, finds life hard sledding, loves the wrong 
girl and eventually betakes himself to the Crimean War and survives to head his fam- 
ily and to accept the code. A picture of a period that is past, with colorful rec- 
ords of life, social and military, and a rigid code of manners and morals, with the 
hypocrisy and shame and brutalities below. Not a particularly easy book to place. 


Men of the old school will like it better than women, $2250 
January 8 
Dawson, Coningsby THE MOON THROUGH GLASS Knopf 


A long drawn out, pretentious much ado about nothing. The involved love 
story of Sally and Sir Peter, who cannot marry her but will not tell her why. He 
aids her to escape from Belgium,and then goes to Canada, and she makes good on the 
stage. Sir Peter follows her, pretends he is free and marries her and then goes to 
the front. When Sally finds out the deception, she learns that he has been killed 
in action and that his wife is also dead. So she marries a young writer. Then Sir 
Peter turns up in a hospital and confusion worse confounded occurs in Sally's mind. 
It all works out on paper, but it's hardly yvorth the trouble. Circulating library - 





perhapse $2650 
NON-FICTION 
January 19 
Harding, T. Swann TNT Long & Smith 


A belligerent champion of the New Deal extols the efficiency of government. 
enterprise and condemns all private business as extravagant, wasteful and stupid. 
Explaining the social necessity and wisdom of expenses incurred in Governmental Ad- 
ministration, proving that the government must extend its control and regulation of 
business for national welfare. Not "Red" or communistic propaganda, and although it 


may seem radical today, might be ultra-conservative by next year. $2.50 77 
January 22 
Bauer, We We CONTAGIOUS DISEASES Knopf 


Handbook for the home on contagious diseases, what they are and how to deal 
with them. No suggestion that the advice is to take the place of the physician, but 
rather an insistence on the importance of consulting a physician at the first symp- 
toms and getting proper diagnosis, and of cooperating with public health restrictions 
regarding contagion. Symptoms, home nursing, preventive care for the rest of the 
family, after care, and so on and so on. Sane, straightforward, thorough and pract-~ 
ical. $2.00 
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Phillips, Charles PADEREWSKI Macmillan 








P.B. A definitive life of Paderewski the artist and patriot. Not an intimate 
portrait of Paderewski the man, except as you get him through his two passions, and 
through his friendship for ail the world, and in particular for his family and 
friends, his audiences and managers and fellow artists. A lovable portrait of a 
great figure in modern life. And an absorbingly interesting story of the rebirth 
of the new Poland, with Paderewski her champion in the world courts. You feel the 
essential bigness of the ideal he has before him, and his willingness to sacrifice 
himself in every way for the consummation of that ideal. A stirring sort of book, 
though one could wish for more of the anecdotal material which gives it color and 
verve and emotional power. There is enough of Paderewski's musical technique to 
make the book of practical inspiration to the young musician and of interest to the 
musical critic. But not so much as to discourage amyone not versed in technical- 
































ities and seeking simply the story of the man. 700 — 
Ferrceary or 2/7/34 Y- 
Lowes, John Livingston GEOFFREY CHAUCER Houghton, Mifflin 


"Inducements to explorations" in Chaucer, by an enthusiastic, winning advo- 
cate. Explaining the divergence of Chaucer's world from the world of today, painting 
in the backgrounds necessary to understand the attitude of those in the lth century, 
telling the little — but what a little - of Chaucer's known life and reading, with 
loving descriptions of the "germinal" books he read, and highlighting, in wholly 
charming manner, his own work. Lowes subscribes thoroughly to the description of 
Chaucer ~ "Here is God's plenty" and proves that Chaucer "saw straight and spoke 
true, and some of the loveliest utterances in English poetry are his." A happy pre- 

@ sentation of something that has been staled through overmuch insistence on its im- 
portance, and an invitation to read Chaucer for sheer enjoyment. Not a sugar~coated 
dose; nor yet a capsule treatment, but providing plenty of interesting glimpses that 
make you want to explore further for yourself. The market is the problem. College 
outlet. Students of literature. Person to person recommendation for the discrim— 


inating reader. $2.50 ~~ 
Fetroper ? 
Adamic, Louis THE NATIVE'S RETURN Harper 


LAUGHING IN THE JUNGLE was a dark horse success. This book has been select— 
ed by the Book of the Month for February, which should give it an impetus and a cer- 
tain amount of publicity. Winner of a Guggenheim Fellowship, Adamic used it to re~ 
visit his home, in Jugoslavia, and to give us, in this book, a picture of that strange 
ly composite country today. There the old world and the new meet and blend; feudal 
mediaevalism lives next door to a modern boom city; peasantry in the civilization of 
another century is ruled by a dictator and high handed Jugoslavic replica of Capone. 
Nationalities with nothing in common, customs that have different roots and meanings ~ 
all this he sees and gives in chatty, anecdotal form, with the perspective of the 
native who has lived out of it all for so long that he sees with new eyes and at the 
same time interprets with sympathetic understanding. More than a travel book ~ this 
book interprets a social paradox of modern Europe. Sell to readers interested in 
economic and social problems of remote countries, and to those who «4 travel. $2.50 


Gaxotte, Pierre LOUIS THE FIFTEENTH AND HIS COURT a/ (9/9 


© The English edition has it "TIMES" rather than "COURT" and that is the more 
accurate and. definitive title. "Chocolate—box-pretty-—pretties, sighs and languors, 
mincing abbes, billet-doux, boudoir depravities! Empty heads and shallow hearts! 
No, the age was a greater one than that. It was an age of husbandry, of men of af~ 
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fairs, of iron founders, of dealers on ! Change, of ships and shipbuilders and slave 
traders. ‘There was vice, but vice without hypocrisy. Men and women knew the art of 
living, and they practised it." This paragraph from the book sums up the essence of 
it. The years 1715-1774 brought France to high estate internationally, industrially, 
socially, economically. Louis is shown as having more intellectual and executive 
power than the world today credits him with. His favorites played their parts, but 
did not dominate the stage. The Pompadour developed the intellectual aspects of the 
court, and gave her patronage to Voltaire, Rousseau and others. Science took strong- 
er hold. Finance suggestsstrangely the orgy of speculation and its aftermath in our 
own days. A serious book, with brief sidelights on the leading characters of the 
day, but primarily a study of the period rather than the court and its puppets. 

Good reading for the student of French history, and for anyone interested in pre~ 
Revolutionary data. $5.00 


Pee re 
Huddleston, Sisley WAR UNLESS .ecee XY fj Lippincott 


In line with the Simmonds! book and others, but more constructive than 
most of their ilk. A careful study of the conditions in Europe today which seem to 
lead inevitably to another war unless radical steps are taken. An analysis of the 
menace, an indictment of secret conclaves, underhand agreements, poor publicity, 
lack of openness and honest dealing, overdose of conferences leading nowhere. Three 
main steps toward prevention he outlines;~ close harmony of action between England 
ami America; the establishment of a spirit of real cooperation between the four 
great powers; the organization of a commission on revision of existing treaties. 


Thoughtful. Provocative. $2.00 
February 2 


Wingfield-Stratford, Esme THE VICTORIAN AFTERMATH Morrow 


A book to sell to customers who have read the Maurois! EDWARDIAN ERA or 
Benson's EDWARD VII. This is the last of a trilogy; the first book showed the 
failure of Victorianism; the second showed the rotting of the Victorian structure 
and the feverish striving for enjoyment; the third shows the crash that was pending - 
and that came. There is less of the pen portraiture that characterizes the Maurois! 
book; a wider field is given with less detail; the approach is psvchological rather 
than historical; the author's interest is in trends and their manifestationse There 
are illuminating chapters on moral, religious, and cultural aspects, growth of: in- 
terest in Science and pseudo science, decline of morality, growth of mass circulation 
of reading matter, speeding up of transportation, craze for sports, mania for excite- 
ment. There is also analysis of England's foreign affairs, alternate rise and fall 
of parties with the emergence of the Labor Party, internal problems ~ Ireland, the 
strikes, the school question, the declining power of the House of Lords. Parallels 
Mark Sullivan's OUR TIMES, with less detail and more comment. The style is excellent, 


acridly humorous at times, and easy reading. $350 
February 7 
Seldes, George THE VATICAN Harper 


A long, but very readable history of the Vatican, yesterday, today, to- 
morrow. Not in any sense a history of Catholicism, but rather a study of the Vatican 
State, of the physical development, the political growth, decline and reinstatment; 
the clerical and secular powers; the Pope — his selection, coronation, daily round, 
relations towards the world; the courts and administrations; the finances. Finally 
the place of the Vatican in the modern world, through the war and afterwards, in 
Russia, in Spain, in Italy, in Germany, in America. There's a chapter on the Index. 
Another on the encyclicals of recent years. Another on the position in regard to 
divorce and annulment. Seldes may or may not be a Roman Catholic. Personally, I 
doubt it. But it matters not at all. This is a sympathetic study, good journalism, 
good historical sense. A book that every Catholic interested in the traditions and 
the government of his church should own. $3250 
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Stern, Bdith MEN ARE CLUMSY LOVERS Vanguard 





The modern casual of romance — the married man devoted to his wife but 
with a roving eye - the direct attack of the egotist ~ the unattached determined 
to remain so ~ the middle~aged gallant who plays safe and takes it out in talk ~ 
the teaser, male edition ~ the communist who adopts the Russian plan and so on and 
on. They are all there, the predatory male, 1934 version. And not a very flatter- 
ing portrait. Done with a light touch and considerable humor. A book for a plus 
Sale. $1.00 


February 14 














Ramsey, Leonides W. TIME OUT FOR ADVENTURE Doubleday ,Doran 










Two newspaper men set out from Monterey toexplore Mexico by plane, train 
and horseback. Working south and east, they managed to see it in all its charm and 
fascination, to get into the heart and spirit of the rural districts, to feel sym- 
pathetic interest in the people. One gets a "feel" of the country and a nostalgia 
for a glimpse of it. Of Mexico City they tell less, taking for granted that ade- 
quate guide books set the plan of sightseeing, and putting the emphasis, rather on 
the things that might be missed. A travel book, with enough of the practical to 
interest anyone going to Mexico, but enough of the romantic to be good reading for 
the armchair traveler. "$2.75 










March 1 









Gilfillan, Lauren I WENT TO PIT COLLEGE Viking 





P.B. An extraordinarily moving book ~ the personal account of life in the min- 
rs ing towns of western Pennsylvania during a period of a genéral coal strike. Call it 
propaganda if you will, but it is a stark human document, and should be required 
reading for everyone interested in our social problems in this country, here and now. 
A tragic, first hand revelation of the depths of poverty and sordidness, of the soil 
f in which Communism flourishes, and ~ with it all - of the extent of human kindliness, 
generosity, sympathy, understanding. The young author, just out of college, took 
: her post graduate degree ~ self-imposed - by "going to Pit College" - by living in 
the homes of the striking miners, in a community where scabs were half-heartedly 
keeping the mines open, and where she herself went daily on the picket, got scanty 
food and scantier clothing from the relief, joined the youngsters in the truck sent 
to Pittsburgh to beg on the strects. Eventually, she was triven out, by the element 
that suspected any outsider. But she was there long enough to see for herself what 
it was all about, and to give it to the public in this form. Read it for yourselves 
and chose from your customers the ones you think would read it with the attention 
it deserves. Literary Guild Selection. $2.50 





















Received too late for inclusion in December 15th 





January 8 
Howard, John Tasker STEPHEN FOSTER: AMERICA'S TROUBADOUR Crowell 


A factual but not particularly inspired biography of the author of Way 
Down Upon the Swanee River, Old Black Joe, Oh Susanna, etc. etc. The book is based 
on family letters and disputes or proves detatable points in previous biographies, 
There is but little feeling of the man himself, although you get the facts of his 
}o '_ life. In spite of an urge towards music as a career, his family forced him to be- 
come a bookkeeper, and he did his composing on the side. Eventually some of the 
Songs were published and he was able to make it his life work, bringing him adequate 
returns, In his later years he drank heavily and was estranged from his family. He 
died virtually a pauper. His place in the American scene is a vital one. $350 
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Anonymous THE VOICE OF EXPERIENCE Dodd, Mead 








Seven times a week, Coast to Coast hook up, over Columbia network, "the 
voice of experience" talks to countless millions. A staff of twenty five secretar- 
ies handles his mail. This book contains the answers to the questions most often 

S asked him, questions dealing with personal problems of adjustment. The book is 
being sold now through the broadcasting station, but is to be put on sale in the 




























bookshops the first of the year. $1.50 
Brown, Douglass THE ECONOMICS OF THE RECOVERY PROGRAM 
and 6 Harvard Professors Whittlesey House 


A brief but compact analysis of the main ideas underlying the policy of 
recovery and a few intelligent suggestions pro and con. Subjects handled in broader 
aspects in non-technical language - sane discussion and exposition ~ sound criticism ~ 
no attempt to expound pet theories. Written for the layman. Subjects handled: 
depressions, purchasing power, controlling industry, helping labor, higher prices, 
helping the farmer, economics VS politics, ~- Sell to those who sit and talk. $1.50 


An Essential Reference Book for the Bookshop 


Kunitz, Stanley, J. Hd. AUTHORS TODAY AND YESTERDAY H. W. Wilson Company 
A companion volume to LIVING AUTHORS. Brief biographies, bibliographies 
of works, photographs, precisely the kind of information that everyone connected 


with books is supposed ~ by the public - to have at his finger tips. Both books 
should be on the reference shelf of every bookshop. $5.00 


RECOMMENDED MYSTERIES 


a January 3 


Holding, Elisabeth §. THE DEATH WISH Dodd, Mead 





A first class mystery with the setting a suburban community that might be 
anywhere near a large American city, and with horrible but unforgettable detail. 
$2.00 
Jamuary 24 


Crofts, Freeman Wills WILFUL AND PREMEDITATED Dodd, Mead 


Another Inspector French story, told with the cart before the horse, in 
that you see the murder committed and then go back to the beginning. $2.00 


Wallace, Carlton MR. DEATH Doubleday, Doran 


Scotland Yard, gangsters, a newspaper reporter, a movie star. The plot is 
fair, the writing above average. $2.00 


February 1 


d'frigny, Simone THE MYSTERIOUS MADAME S Lippincott 


Not quite up to SHOES THAT HAD WALKED TWICE, but at that a well written 
story of the murder of a French doctor and of the operations of the Surete,. $2200 





February 5 
East, Roger MURDER REHEARSAL Knopf 
A writer tells of three murders and as he writes they take place. $2.00 


(10) 





